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FAST I - 
Of falſe and deceitful Winding, 


4 HIS COMPLAINT I find 

| diſtinguiſhed into more Offences 
than ond; of which the leaſt hei- 

nous being,” I apprehend, the moſt frequent : 
I calls loudeſt, in my Opinion, far Redreſs: 
I mean, what is properly termed in- u,. 


ing “ or double ** 


Whether that other Extreme, of dividing 
one Fleece into two or more Parcels, in or- 
der to fell the ſame as diſtin Fleeces, is 
practiſed with like frequency, does not fall 
within my Knowledge or Information. But 


® Report, p. 15. 


A 2 thus 
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thus much I am very ſenſible of, that, where 


done, it 1s not leſs irregular. For, as the 
Perfection of ſome Kinds of Wool conſiſts in 
the Largeneſs of its Growth; of others, in 
the Smalneſs of it: So by any Device to 
make one more, or the other IE than natu- 
rally they are, is not agreeable to the Rules 
of fair Dealing. 


If that of 77-winding is permitted in any 
Degree, there is no ſay ing to what Pitch it 
might be carried in Tinge; even till one 
half at leaſt of a Parcel, and thoſe, the 
moſt unſightly and worſt Fleeces ſhall be 
concealed under the Cover of better ; where- 
as it is reaſonable that Buyers ſhould ſce the 
worſe as well as better; for which End they 
ſhould be alike expoſed to View. 


For Growers, I know it is commonly faid, 
on this Head, that in every Parcel there will 
be, unavoidably, ſome broken Fleeces ; which 
tho' equally gyod Wool as the whole ones, 
will not admit of being wrapped up in like 
Manner; and that therefore what is done in 


the Way complained of, is only to diſpoſe 
properly of 19e broken Fleces. And it is 
of this Kind of . I preſume, that 

it 


| „ 
it has been faid, © the general Practice 
makes it no Diſcredit*” : The Growers, I 
conceive, ſuppoſing it no Injuſtice. And tho” 
it may not perhaps in ſeveral Inſtances, 
yet if what Manufacturers have alledged 
of combing Wool eſpecially, is true, viz. that 
by making one Top, on a Medium, leſs to 
a Tod, 2 s. 6d. per Zed is gained in Price 
the Temptation is too great to be withſtood 
univerſally ; and Tranſgtęſſions, of a lucra- 
tive Nature, are apt to gain Ground inſeni- 

bly, till-they become no longer tolerable, 


Suppoſing therefore, whether for Preven- 
tion, or Remedy, all broken Fleeces to be 
expoſed ſeparately from the whole ones, ei- 
ther quite looſe or bound up in ſuch Bun- 

dles as the Grower chuſes, and Buyer can 
inſpect. In that Caſe, he will have it in his 
Power to ſet his own Price upon them; or 
to inſiſt upon ſelling them along with his 
Fleeces, at the ſame Price: His own Judg- 
ment, and that of the Buyer, who ſees 
what they are, will determine them reſpec- 
tively. And if they are, as is alledged, only 
Fleeces which have been broken by Accident, 


* Report, p. 8. | 
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the Grower, who is ſenſible of it as the 


Buyer can be, may inſiſt accordingly. Or if 
they are not equally good Wool as the 


whole Fleece, altho' he may if he pleaſes, 


inſiſt upon the ſame Price for both, yet is it 


but common Juſtice that Buyers have the 
Means of ſceing one as well as the other. 


The Conſequence can be no more than 
this: The beſt Parcels will, as very proper- 


ly they. ſhould, fake the beſt Prices; and 


the reſt in Proportion. Nay, the beſt want- 
ing no Artifice, and being unrivalled by 


falſe Appearances, will, for that Reaſon, 


take ſomewhat a better Price : Not to men- 
tion likewiſe, that Buyers being thus freed 


from all Miſgivings and Suſpicion, would in 


Time forego thote Abatements, which at 
preſent, it is to be preſumed, they make to 
themſelves in their own Minds, in a great 
Part of the Wool they buy, on Account of 


. Deceits they find in ſome only; although 


upon that Suppoſition, they cannot deal with 


the tame Satisfaction, as if Things were 


more at a Certainty. 


In ſhort, as the right and fair putting up 
of Commodities, is a Means of eſtabhſhing 
| that 


(>) 
that Confidence which is in a Manner eſſen- 
tial to all Commerce, this of Wool, as well 
as any other: So I apprehend, the Ræforma- 
tion wanted on that Head, will be very rea- 
dily agreed to, and eaſily effected: The'Cor- 

ruption, complained of having obtained but 
by Bale uod little, is far from being univer- 
ſal; tho' by what I can learn, grown more 
into Uſe, than heretofore ; yet without any 
real evil Intention in thoſe by whom it is 
uſed in ſome Degree : Perſons not always 
conſidering the Pravity of what they do in 
Conſequence of Cuſtom or Example. But as 
theſe are apt to miſlead, eſpecially when the 
Biaſs of Intereſt inclines the ſame Way : So 
this Deviation, duly reflected on, will be 
thought proper, even by Growers them- 
ſelves; to be reduced to the Standard of 
ſtrict Truth and Honeſty. For, 


| If we confider what is the End and Uſe 
of winding, we ſhall ſoon be convinced that 
it is not, to deceive the Buyer, by hiding 
from his Eyes, what the Seller judges not 
for his own Inrereſt to have ſeen—Bat that 
it is for the Convenience of weighing ; of 
packing, and unpacking ; and in Order to 
n the ſame (in a Pile fairly and equal - 


A 4 ly 


69 


by laid down) more to the View of Chap- 


men than otherwiſe it can poſſibly appear. 
And in what Way ſoever it is capable of be- 
ing moſt ſeen, that is but mutually proper on 


all Hands But if any Grower ſcruples, for 


particular Reaſons, to admit this in its due 
Latitude, He needs only to imagine Himſelf 
in the Place of a Purchaſer; or to conſider 
his own Circumſpettion, when about to make 
a Bargain; and He will foon ' perceive the 
Fitneſs of whatever may conduce to the 
Wool-Buyers fulleſt Information. * 


It is indeed Wann conceived, tho', I 
believe; untruly, that by ſome Law or Or- 
dinance of the Staple, a Wool-winder i is au- 
thorized to diſpoſe of 7wd broken Fleeces 


in every Score. And were it ſo, it muſt be 
acknowledged that much would depend up- 
on his Integrity : It might be an Inlet to 


great Abuſes (eſpecially if his Oath- was out 
of the Caſe) againſt which the Buyer could 
not eaſily help himſelf, And if Experience 
ſhews, not only that a Liberty of this Kind, 
whether legal or not, is actually taken; but 
that an ill Uſe is ſometimes made of it, by 
putting the Wool of poor Exwes under the 

Cover 
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Cores of better Fleeces (which is both 2 


conſiderable Fraud, and repugnant to the 
Oath ofa Woolwinder) or, by making the 


ſame Moc intrinfically, fewer Tops to a Tod, 


when naturally the Fleeces are more (which 
tho' not contrary to the Wookwinder's Oath, 


hath in it a degree of Fraud) theſe are good 


Reaſons why a colour for ſuch Practices 


ſhould. be expreſſly and abſolutely inhibited ; 
in as much as, to avoid the Vexation, and 
fave the puniſhing of Frauds, it is good by 
all poſſible Means to prevent them; and the 
moſt proper, and effectual are, to cut off, fo 
far as may be, every ſabterfuge of equivocal 
Pretences. Conſidering then that the o. 


fade Appearance of every Top of Wool ought 
in all common Senfe, as well as Honeſty, 


to be a faithful Index of what is contained 
within; and that it is expected from the 
Weight of them, one with another, that 
IT ſhould further ſpecify in ſome Meaſure 


' their Quality: THIS cannot other- 


wiſe be effected certainly, than by ONE 


Rule, for EACH to confiſt of what is con- 
"nected or hangs together in a /ingle Fleece, 


as 


(w) 
as it un ſhorn ; without adding to, or * 
miniſhing the ſame, otherwiſe than by 


clipping of Skirts, Claggs &c. 


By a Reform of this Kind, tho' ſome Piles 
ſhall make a leſs ſightly Appearance, yet 
conſidering it to be the ſame Wool, of the 
' ſame Value exactly, as if wound in a diffe- 
rent Manner, the Seller cannot juſtly com- 
plain, becauſe the Buyer ſees before Hand, 
what he is to have for his Money; rather 
than be given to expect Setter than he will 
find. And were it ſo that every Parcel had 
been hgretofore alike faulty, as to the Mat- 
ter of in winding; why then under this Re- 
gulation, every Perſon'swould rank in its na- 
tural, juſt as it did in an artificial State; and 
conſequently take the ſame comparative 
Price, as before : The only Difference would 
be, that Buyers could no longer have this 
Handle for Diſtruſt, or complaint — But 
the Truth of the Caſe being, I appreheud 
tar other wiſe, it cannot affect thoſe for the 
worſe, who have been uſed to deal quite 


Fazrly 


(uw). 
fairly ; and to thoſe who have not, there 


needs no Apology for reſtraining them. 


As for groſſer Frauds mentioned, by 
winding in Fleeces of good Wool, © Cotts, 
« . Clag-Locks, Mortwool, Cc. to the De- 
« ceit of the Buyer -- and by wrapping up 
« in the Fleeces, Dirt, Dung, Sand, and other 
«© Rubbiſh, to increaſe the Weight.“ I have 
already * numbered thoſe who are guilty 
of ſuch high Miſdemeanours, with Sheep- 
ealers in Point of Principle. They are 
alike Knaves, and not much more fo than 
they are Fools. And indeed, who ever ac- 
counted of Thieves, Rogues in any Shape, 
as wiſe Men, however endued with Craft 
and Cunning ? But zheſe to my apprehen- 
fion, have no great Share of either. — 
, Whence it is reaſonable to believe ſuch 
Practices comparatively rare; altho” Inſtan- 
ces of ſuch undoubtedly theſe have been; 
and which it muſt be confeſſed, are but fo 
many oft-ſets from, and Improvements upon 
"what I call properly inuinding; for this 


AA Ee 


* Part iſt 


being 


In . 
being admitted, zho/e, in courſe, will follow 
here and there; notwithſtanding that, 


With Regard to Clag-Locks particularly, 


it may be ſaid that the far greateſt Part of 


Sheep-Owners do fell one Portion of their 


Wool yeatly, under that Denomination. 
And therefore for ſuch a Grower to ſecret 


a Part only of his C/ag-Locks in the Manner 


mentioned, is to act very baſely for no con- 
ſiderable End; conſequently of ſuch, tfits 
Kind of Fraud is not very credible. Then 
for the Matter of inſerting Dung, Sand or 


other Rubbiſh, t increaſe the Weight, I 
ſhould think a Perſon capable of fo doing, 
in Senſe not far removed from an Ideot; 
becauſe to make this Turn to any account 


in Weigbing, he muſt either load particular 


Fleeces, to ſuch a degree, as in all Probabi- 
lity to betray the Fraud, and thereby expoſe 


himſelf, to Diſgrace equal to that of being 
taken in picking a Pocket ; or he mult prac- 
tiſe, it almoſt generally, ſo as to blemiſh the 


Appearance of his Wool; whereof the 
leaſt ill conſequence will be, more Loſs in 


Price 
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Price, than Gain in Weight — So that this 
Crime, like many others, carries almoſt cer- 
tainly its own Puniſhment along with it — 
Nevertheleſs, to prevent all Manner of Frauds 
and Deceits in this Caſe, as well the greater, 
which are not ſo frequent, as that leſſer, 
which 1s more uſed, of inwinding, it is in- 
diſputably expedient to enact under ſuffi- 
cient proper Penalties, 


F 

1. That no Seller of Wool put into one 
&« Fleece, more than grows on, or is clipped off 
* from one Sheep at one clipping 


2. % That all Sellers of Wool be reſtrained 
“ from dividing one Fleece into two or more 
e Parcels, and ſelling the ſame as diſtinct 
& Fleeces 


3. That all proper Proviſion be made 
&« by Law, for preventing all Sellers of Wool, 
% from winding or wrapping in any Fleece 
&« for Sale, any Tails, Shank-Locks, Dung 
or other Rubbiſh, to the Deceit and Loſs | 
* of the Buyer *.” 


* * PEP. TS 5 
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( 14 ) 
And here I underſtand that to be a proper 


Provijion, which ſhall be no Hinderance to 
traffic in Wool, and is not likely to confound 
the innocent with the guilty. 


If therefore any Fraud appears on Wool, 
while in Cuſtody of the Grower, either upon 
its being expoſed to Sale, or when ſold 
in the Time of weighing and packing — in 
ſuch Caſe tis fit there ſhould be a proper Pe- 
nalty upon the , inder, or Winder and 
Grower both, according to the Nature of the 
Offence. But atter being once bought from 
the Grower, weigh'd and pack'd up, it 

ſeems to me not reaſonable that either one 
or the other ſhauld be further accountable 3 
becauſe there is a Poſibi/ity of Fraud or 
Miſtake in Buyers and their Servants, as well 
as in Sellers, and theirs. 


I confine my Ideas in this Caſe, to the 
Uſages of Lincolnſhire ; where it is cuſto- 
mary to employ profeſſed Woollwinders * 

„ \h A and 


. — i 5 
* 


. 1 do not mean fuch only 


as are regularly licenſed ; wha are perbaps but few in cem- 
| pariſon 3 


(15) 

and where for the moſt Part it is abſolutely 
neceflary ſo to do; and with whom Grow- 
ers, many of them do not ; none of them 
ſhould intermiddle, or concern themſelves 
in the leaſt; leaving that Affair wholly to 
their Care and Management, as to different 
Perſons, n by their firſt Inſtitution; 
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pariſon; but Per ſons who profeſs the Buſineſs, as an Oc- 
cupation; in which, by Practice, they have acquired ſoma 
Dexterity beyond common Farmers, Servants or Labowrers; 
an Art, which in the bulky Fleeces, eſpecially of this Coun- 
ty, is requiſite for the more convenient Piling, Weighing, 
and packing of Wool. 
And whereas ] have ſeen it propeſed i in a printed Paper, 
ſaid to be the N orwich Scheme, that Woolwinders, where 
uſual, ſhould be continued; and thoſe licenſed at the Quar- 
ter · Seſſions; paying the mederate Sum of three Shillings. 
I ſhould think the ſame (for Perſons not already licenſed) 
very proper, though at ſomewhat an higher Rate; as ſup- 
poſe, with the Addition of a fifth Stamp; and in caſe of 
any Off ance ; ſuch or any other to be forftited 3 and if by 
inwinding, Perſons ſo offending, to be forever after diſ- 
qualified to att in the ſame Capacity. I venture to think 
that theſe Precautions, with what I ſhall mention beſides 
wiuld in Lincolnſhire eſpecially, do all that is wanted 
very effetually. But where regular Wolwinders are 
not TT or ſhall not for the Future be thought neceſſa- 
ry or proper ; there it is fit that Growers ſhauld be alta- 
ther 2 asfor their own As. 


(46) 
nay © ſworn to do it truly between the 
2 and the Merchant.“ 


If 


2 


_ \ 


* See Chambers's Difionary JVOOLIVINDE RS, 
But as the beſt Inflitutions are apt in Time to loſe a Part of 
their Benefit; ſo now, it ſeems, ſeveral practiſe Ii, b. 

winding without a Licence; conſequently, without being 
under the Obligation of this Oath, or any Ii ay reſponſilli 
for their Doings. Hence, what Liberty ſuch fate, that 
does the liceaſed alſo in-ſome Degree at leaſt, to preſerve ; 
his Buſineſs. And what one Grower hath done for him in 
the Courſe of Winding, that, another i is ready to expect, and 
perhaps with ſome exceedings. This being the Caſe, *tis 
no Wonder that we hear Complaints on this Head. The 
Matter is, what Remedy to apply? And though both 
Growers and Buyers bave appeared, in many Places te 
diſapprove of ſtated Woolwinders ; yet I ſhould 1hink 
that theſe, licenſed as before mentioned, under prof er 
Checks, and without Limitation of Number would as a 
general Rule throughout the Kingdom, anſwer every good 
Purpoſe wanted. At leaſt, I am not aware of any Rea- 
fon why it would not ; conſequently why the Office ſhould 
not again be made regular and General, as the Law I con- 
ceive at firſt intended it to be. But this I mention only as 
my own private Opinion (meaſuring the whole Kingdom 
by Lincolnſhire) being willing to abide by what J have 
faid before, viz. that it is difficult to ſay-what will ſuit 
every Place; much more, to. know what will pleaſe every 
Perſon. Notwith/tanding which I may add, that though 
the Office of Woolwingers is antique; yet being erected in 
Times, when the Trade as woll as Wealth of this Kingdom 


con- 
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If then, for Example, any Dirt or Dung 
is left upon the Fleece, ſufficient to charge 
the Winder with grols Neglect, he, and he 
only, is properly to be punithed, for an O- 
miſſion of his Duty. But, in the Caſe of in- 
winding, in any Shape whatſoever, although 
that is a Fault committed by the Winger, yet, 
being done for the Advantage of the Seller 
only, it is to be underſtood, as done at his In- 
lance, and by his Direction. Wherefore, 
ia that Caſe, I ſhould think 52th to be pro- 
perly puniſhable ; the one, for exacting, the 
other, for performing an illegal Deed. 


HENCE, he that is called a Small Jol= 
ber, who buys up little Parcels, to ſell along 
with his own, whether at Home, or at Mar- 
ket, ſhould be reſponſible for the ſame, as if 
of his own Growth ; who, for his particular 
Security, may, without much Ineonvenience 


— 
* 


* 


* 


tonſifted alma/t wholly in WOOL, it had then, more the 
Attention of the choiceft Under/tandings in the Nation, and 
moſt acute Merchants of that Age, than latterly, or at pre- 
ſent. Which is a preſumptive Argument in Favour of that 
Office, and for thaContinuance ah it, under ſome neceſſary 


Improvements. 


B or 


(18 ) 
or r Expence, have every Fleece of ſuch Wool 
opened and examined, and wrapped up a- 
gain, And it ought to be at his Peril, if he 
has not this done. Nor, under theſe Terms, 
will the next Buyer have any juſt Cauſe of 
Complaint. For what though it be of ſome- 
what an inferior Quality, as alledged, “ to 
that of the larger Parcel (which does not al- 
ways follow) yet, being alike expoſed to the 
Buyer's View, he forms his Judgment, from 
the Appearance of the Whole + ; and makes 
his Price . e 


That Wool once ſold, weighed, and pack- 
ed up, ſhould be deemed ſo far free, from 
all Fraud in winding, as to exempt the next, 


or any future Seller, from the very ſame Pe- 


nalties, that ſhall be thought proper, by any 
new Law, to be inflicted on the Minder or 
Grower, for a Delinquency on their Parts, 
will, perhaps, be thought too great Indul- 
gence on the one Hand, too little Security 
on the other. But if the Matter is well 
conſidered, I think, it cannot be otherwiſe, 


—— 


® Report, p- 8. 
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(19) 
without incurring greater Inconveniencies. 
And though in ſuch Ciſe, Buyers of Wool 
in the Fleece, at ſecond bam, ſhould not have 
an abſolute Security pf the ſume being fairly 
wound; Yet, (beſides what Remedy I ſhall 
propofe) they would have a moral Aſſurance 
of it. And even that is the moſt to be had, 
in many Parts of Traffic, which, in the ge- 
neral, is not poſſible to be carried on, with- 
out ſome Reliance on the 

FAITH or THE SELLER, 
in the Matter of Package, or putting up, 


A Fleece of Wool wrapped up, though not 
tranſparent, is far from being inſcrutable, by 
the firſt Buyer, who, though he cannot be 
ſuppoſed to take Time and Trouble enough, 
to look into every one, as brought to the 
Scale; yet, having the Liberty to open wwh:ch, 
and what Number of them he pleaſes, he may, 
and, if he intends to fell again, ould make 
it a conſtant Rule, to look into ſeveral ; and 
being able, very often, to give a ſhrewd Gueſs, 
from Circumſtances, when all is not right 
within; that Grower muſt be very unwile, 
who ſhall expoſe himſelf to a conſiderable 
Penalty, | for the Sake of a Deceit, by which 


he has no Chance to gain in Proportion. 
| B 2 And, 


| ( 20 ) 
And, certainly, to make this Traffick eaſy 
and ſecure, as Things will admit, I think it 
both juſt and politic, that the Penalty of any 
one wilful Fraud, on the Part of a Grower, 
ſhould be ſufficient to make the Odds great!y 
againſt his practiſing it, with Advantage, or, 
indeed, without confiderable Loſs. 


The /ingle and fair Winding of Wool, by 
the Grower, being thus reaſonably provided 
for, could nothing further be thought of, 
and, was it not for the Expedient I have in 
my Eye, to be mentioned hereafter, I ſhould 
hold it good, to reſt the Matter there, with- 
out laying the profeſſed Dealers, who buy 
up large Quantities, in the Fleece, to ſell a- 
gain, in like Manner, under any Difficulties, 
or Diſcouragements ; ſuch being, I con- 
ceive, of vaſt Uſe, not only to Growers, but 
to Manufacturers, eſpecially, the poorer Part 
of them, who are ever the Majority. 


To be convinced of which, we need only 
conſider how Things would be, if the Law 
was ſo, that Breakers and Sorters of Wool 
muſt be ſole Purchaſers, from Growers, in 
Order to fell to Manufacturers. In ſuch 

Caſe, having it much in their Power, they 
| FEM would 


(21) 

would be apt to ſer the Dice upon BO T H. 
To relieve themſelves, therefore, Manufac- 
turers would deſire to commence (what they 
are, at preſent, when they pleaſe, and it ſuits - 
them) Buyers of Wool, in the Fleece, front 
Growers ; and the r:che/t of them would be 
ſure to find their Account in it. But how 
would it fare ſtill, with the pogrer Part of 
Manufacturers? who purchaſing the Mate- 
tial near Home, in ſmall Quantities, from 

Hand to Mouth ; and having, in a Manner, 
but one Shop to go to, i. e. one Kind of Deal- 
ers to trade with, would be liable to great 
N 


This ſhews that a free unlimited Traffic 
in Wool, is advantageous to Manufacturers; 
and it is not leſs ſo, to Growers; who being 
for the moſt Part, alſo, in no very affluent 
Circumſtances, or not well accommodated 
with convenient Stowage, for the keeping of 
it, are, many of them, obliged to lodge the 
ſame, in their Barns, and, at all Events, to 
diſpoſe thereof, before the Time of Harveſt, 
in Order to give Place for their Corn, or to 
pay their Rent, or Reapers, or for ſome o- 
ther equivalent Reaſon. i 


1 And, 
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And. notwithſtanding it bath. been faid 
hereupon, that Staplers alone, vis. 3 
and Sarters, are a Body of Men, numerous 
and rich enough to purchaſe, and pay for the 
whole Wool of the Kingdom, in due Time: 
Yet, beſides the Advantage to Growers, from 
a, Variety of Chapmen; and to Manufac- 
turers, from all the various Ways, and 
Times, and Seaſons, in which it can be pur- 
chaſed, - Experience tells us, that that the 
whole Number of Yoo! Buyers, af all De- 
nominations put together, have. not a Stack 
of Money, more than ſufficient to ſupply 
the Occaſions df the Grower, And this their 
Manner of Payment fully verifies. As J in- 
tend, by this I have faid, no Reflections, ſo, 
neither, when that is ee which I 


am going to ſay, can it be Monght ws 


The annual Produce of Wool, in this 
Kingdom, by its Quantity, at what the Ma- 
nufacturers have called a low Computation“, 
is to be eſtimated at about Four, Millions 
Herling. A great Share of which (and 
Neceſſity fo requires) is bought up from, 
and a great Part of that paid for to, the 
Srowers, within πw̃a Months after ſheering; 
* Reaſons, c. p. I. a 


although 
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although it is, in a great Meaſure, to ſupply 
the Manufacturers, for one whole Near ; and, 
| beſides a large Compaſs of Time, takes a 
vaſt additional Expence, befote a Return can 
be had from. its Vent in Goods, This re- 
quires a prodigious Stock of Money; inſo- 
much, that it is Matter of Wonder, how 
Specis enough is found, to turn the great 
Wheel of Commerce for Mool, in ſo ſhort a 
Space; and, at the ſame Time, ſo many o- 
thers, as are continually carrying on. e 


And, indeed, was it not for Mocl-buyers 
| of every: Appellation, who find an Account 
in employing their Subſtance upon the Ma- 
terial, and giving reaſonable Credit for it, 
to Manufacturers, who, in their Dealings, 
are under a Neceſſity of doing the like, th 
Caſe would be very different from what it 
lis; and the Conſequences ſeverely felt by 
the whole Kingdom; foraſmuch as Money, 
ſo paid, does not ſtagnate, but iſſuing imme- 
diately, in Rent, Wages, Cc. haſtens back 
thorough innumerable Hands, (with ini- 
menſe Uſe and Benefit, in Circulation to 
thoſe: from which it came ; where it be- 
comes a — 4 for purchaling the Wool of 


a fature getan. al Mone 8 
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Pet, with all this, if every Grower was 
alike neceſſitous, there would be Money 
wanting, to anſwer all their Occaſions. But 
ſome can give three, or fx Months Credit 
for one Half of their Wool; ſome for the 
whole of it. Others, (who are but few com- 
paratively) will keep theirs /x, ſeven, or eight 
Months on Speculation, expecting an Ad- 
vance in the Price; which, if it does not 
happen, yet, provided there is 20 Fall, they 
not only expect, but obtain a Conſideration 
for the Time, equal, at leaſt, to Intereſt for 
Money. The like Conſideration, not only 
for Time, but. for Riſques run, have thoſe, 
who give Credit for Wool, in the firſt 
Inſtance, Thus we ſee, that as Wool, 
while upon the Sheep's Back, is an increaſing 
Property, towards paying its Share of Rent, 
for the Land, whence ſuccoured, and Inte- 
reſt for the Money employed in ſtocking 
that Land. So, when ſevered, lodge the 
ſame where you will, it becomes a capital 
Stock; which is expected to carry ſome In- 
tereſt [within the Year) for keeping. And, 
although Perſons are ſometimes miſtaken and 
diſappeinted, as ſometimes they are, in buy- 
ing, or keeping Stock, in other Funds ; yet, in 

pages Ve this, 
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this, as well as others, it is what the reſpec- 
tive Paſſeſſors, whether Growers, or Buyers, 
always intend and expect. 


And hence follows, in my Opinion, the 
great Propriety of Mool- Jcbbers x, particu- 
larly ; although I have occafionally heard a 
Notion entertained, of their being not only 
unneceſſary to the Trade, but injurious to ĩt; 
the Reverſe whereof appears to me; for 
which, after giving my furthcr Reaſons, I 
ſhall ſubmit them to public Cenſure. | 


And, indeed, as monopoliſþ Principles were 
bred up with Trade in general, from its In- 
fancy; ſo the childiſb Habit is what OUR 
Woollen Dealers particularly, have never yet 
been perfectly weaned from: As a Sign, 
and Conſequence of which, the Buſineſs of 
_ Wool Fobbing is a Matter of Diſpute in this 
Kingdom, old as the ManufaQture itſelf, at 
different Times, variouſly determined, juſt as 


8 


i. 


£ 


Fo called, in Cantradiſtinction (it ſeems ) to Staplers, 
i. e. Breakers and Sorters of Wool; but who, neverthe. 


hefs, deſerve the Name of Wool-merchant, equal, « 
_ we ſay AP TIE ; or Cc. 


Parties 


(26) 
Partifs intereied, have happened to pre- 
vail, | Whether there be any Good at all from e 
it, was, in the Reign of King James the firſt, Z 
made one Article of a very ſolemn Inquiry ; 
whereot we neither know the Reſult, nor 
the Reaſons, then urged, on one Side, or 
the other. And, becauſe this Part of Traf- 
fic {cems to be, if not the Thing mainly truck 
at, in the preſent Emotion; yet, a collate- 
ral Point, which ſome, at leaſt, of the Sta- 
plers, i. e. Breakers and Sorters of Wool, as 
well as  Manufa@urers, appear, to have it 
much at Heart to demolith : therefore, I am 
the, more free to. offer my Sentiments, con- 


cernin g the fame. 


" of 2 Nabe then (under which Ma 
we muſt comprehend all thoſe who buy and 
ſell Wool in the Fleece) ] ſuppoſe, it is pre- 
tended, that THEY abſorb a Profit, which 
would fall more properly between the Pro- 
ducers and Workers of the Material. But in 
the whole Circumference of Trade, to what 
is Profit due? Toa Perſon's Time, Labour, 
and Money, employed in any one Part: 
Ang the Moollen Trade, like many other B- 
 faneſfes, is beſt to be carried on, in Parts (ir in 


the general, cannot be otherwiſe); where 
every 
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every one takes to himſelf juſt ſuch a Share, 
or Province, as ſuits his Talents and. Cir- 

cumſtances. And Wool Growers, and Ma- 
nufacturers, living moſtly remote from each 
other, and having, each of them, ſufficient 
Employment at their own Homes, they can 
very well diſpenſe with, cannot, upon the 
whole, do without the Agency of middle 


Dealers, of whom, therefore, the more there 


ſhall be at any Time, it will be only lo 
much wetter | in my Opinion. | 

If, 1 this Commodity was pro- 
duccd in like gradual Manner as conſu- 
med, then obbers of it might ſtand in the 
invidious Light (with. ſome other Jobbers) 
of Forcftallers, and Regraters. But the 
great Harveſt of Wool is not longer in reap. 
ing, thag about three Weeks, in any one Part 
of the Kingdom; aſter which, it is either 
an Incumbrance to the Grower, or what he 
wants to convert into Money; while the 
Occaſions of Manufacturers are nearly, the 
ſame throughout the Year ; although, com- 
monly ſpeaking, they have not wherewithal 
to lay in a Stock for ſo long a Time, or r 
* like it. 


Ts 
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Tais proves Wool Jobbers to be neceſſary, 
if they muſt be ſo called, who have Cath to 


lay out in the Material, and proper Ware- 


houſes, wherein to beſtow it; from which, 
as uſeful Reſervoirs, it can be diſpenſed, at 
all Scaſons, when wanted, with greater Eaſe, 
and more Convenience, than from the Grow- 
ers Habitation, it is poſſible to be donc, for 
the moſt Pat. A manifeſt Convenience, 
this, both to Growers, and the Bulk of Ma- 
nuſacturers! 


If ſome ſhall ſay, this is moſt properly 
the Province of thoſe called Staplers, for the 
Reaſon of their being Breakers and Sorters ; 
I aſk, why not of Jobbers too, who, though 

not Breakers, are, in many Inſtances, con- 
venient Sorters likewiſe ? Is not their Money 
equally current and uſeful ? Money, we 


know, is neceſſary to all Trade; and a 


greater Proportion of it employed in any 
particular Branch, is the Means of carrying 
it on to greater Perfection and Advantage. 
For Example, if the Number of Woo! Buy- 


ers is increaſed, by Means of Jobbers, Grow- 
ers have a quicker Sale at leaſt, if not a bet- 
ter Price, On the other Hand, as the more 
there 
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ther@ſhall be of Mool Tobbers, ſo the more 
their will be of Wool Sellers to the Bulk of 
Manufacturers; by which Means it will 
come rather cheaper than dearer to them alſo. 
And altho' this may be thought a Paradox; 
yet I hold it for a certain Truth, according 
to an-unerring Rule of Mr. Locke's, which 
makes Cheapneſs tf al! Commodities to con- 
fiſt in the increaſed Number of Sellers at the 
ſame Market. For, notwithſtanding it be 
true (what Lord Bacon ſays) © that when a 
« Man buys, to ſell over again, that com- 
* monly grindeth double, both upon the 
« Seller and the Buyer” ; Yet as in this Ar- 
ticle of WOOL, there muſt neceſſarily be 
ſome Buyers to ſell over again: So the more 
there ſhall be of ſuch at any Time, the leſs 
will bey have it in their Power to grind ei- 
ther the firſ# Seller, or the /aft Buyer; in 
ſhort, at the Expence of BO T H, to make 
a haſty Fortune, by exorbitant Profit. For, 
the more Dealers, the leſs practicable are 
Combinations: The more Hands a Commo- 
dity falls into, the leſs liable is it to Mono- 
poly: And the more Money is employed, 
and Brokers concerned in Tranſactions of 
the ſame Kind, the lower muft be the Inte- 
reſt of that 1 and the leſſer the Con- 


2 |  fideration 
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ſideration for that particular Labour: And 
lo Intereſt, with cheap Labour, are confeſ- 

ſedly the prime Ingredients of a thriving 
Commerce. This is the whole' Myſtery of 
what I have here advanced; which without 
Explanation, had to ſome Perſons poſſibly 
ſeemed a Contradiction. And altho' what I 
have now ſaid in Behalf of Wool-Tobbers, is 
the very Reaſon why Individuals, in every 
Part of Buſineſs, wiſh to exclude, ſo far as 
poſſible, all others from crowding into the 
ſame: Yet, that a free Admiſſion to all Parts 
(of the commercial Kind eſpecially) is an un- 
doubted public Benefit ; will not, I think, 
bear a Diſpute at this Day. To which I 
may add, that this Commodity, Wool in the 
Fleece, is not, like ſome others, liable to be 
adulterated or made worſe, for paſſing tho- 
rough ſeveral Hands,----So then, IF there 
is any Uſe in the Circulation of Money: TO 
Merchants and Wholeſale Dealers for Exam- 
ple: IN retailing Traders having, beſides 
a ſufficient Vent, their Bills regularly paid : 
By Land Owners and Labourers receiving 
duly their Rents, and Wages: FROM 
Tenants, with all poſſible Chances to com- 
mand Money for their Produce at any Time 
n ſheering⸗ which their Occaſions hall 
; require, 


( 31 ) | 
require, at a Price equal to only a moderate 
Diſcount for prompt Payment: STORE 
SHEEP being in Conſequence, a good 
Commodity in all Parts of the Kingdom : 
THE BREED thereby upheld and increaſed: 
A CONSTANT AMPLE SUP- 
PL of the uſeful Material, ſo far as may 
be, provided for, — 


AND IF, on the other Hand, it be de- 
firable, that the Manufacturer ſhould have 
HIS Option alſo, not only of buying the 
fame either in the Fleece, or ſorted, as He 
chuſes; but upon the Spot, from the 
Grower? or at ſome Market, or other Place 
where repolited; in what Quantities, and 
at what Times ſhall ſuit m beſt ; with 
ready Money, or on Credit, as Parties can 
agree: ALL THESE TOGETHER, 
prove undeniably the Expedience of a 
FREE UNLIMITED TRAFFIC 
IN WOOL within the Kingdom. "07" 


Jobbers then (commonly ſo called) hav- 
ing, as we muſt needs believe (like any 
other Buyers) narrowly inſpected all Wool 
purchaſed by themſelves in the Fleece, as 
to the Matter of Winding ; it is not proba- 
ble that they will be guilty of any Frauds; 

either 
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either to increaſe the Weight, or by inwind- 
ing; for this plain Reaſon ; becauſe ſuch 
muſi uphold their Credit by Fair Dealing; 
the Cuſtom they ſhall have from Manufac- 
turers, will abſolutely depend thereon ; and 
therefore. it is not neceſſary - nor convenient, 
for them to be ſubject in the very ſame Man- 
ner, as Growers, and ſmall Tebbers about 
winding ; leſt that ſhould make ſome Part 
of their uſeful Dealings impracticable; for 
Inſtance, that of ſending away Fhece-woe!, 
as they very often do, immediately from 
the Grower, either to a Maker, or a Mar- 
ket where it 1s wanted. Beſides, 


The Caſe of Jebbers, with Regard to 
Frauds, is widely different from that of 
Growers. The latter are very numerous, a 
Multitude, compared with Buyers of all 
Denominations ; and living moſtly at a con- 
fiderable Diſtance from, have but very lit- 
tle Intercourſe with, any of them not 
above once a Year; and not every Year 
with the fame Perſons, If then, for theſe 
Reaſons, ſome of them (and I hope it can 
be ſaid of but few comparatively) are Jeſs 
awed than, as honeſt Men, they ought to 
be by Principle, or as wife ones, they ſhould 

be 
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be by the Conſideration of another Meeting: 
On the other Hand, Hool-Fobbers, compar- 
ed with the Number of Manufacturers, are 
| but very few, @ mere Handful ; who fur- 
niſhing their Cuſtomers from Time to Time, 
and- having frequently their Orders, are 
often converſant with them by Word or 
Writing ; conſequently far more upon their 
good Behaviour as to any Frauds, of which 
otherwiſe they might be thought equally 
capable, as Growers: For natural Honeſty, 
or Diſhoneſty, belongs not to one more than 
the otber. But as under the Regulations 
here propoſed, Jobbers can lay no Blame up- 
on Growers, without convicting themſelves 
of. undue Neglect, ſufficient to diqualify 
them, in the Opinion of their Cuſtomers, 
for dealing at all ſo, for them to commit 
any Fraud in a ſecond Inſtance, from which 
the Law ſhall be known to have ſecured 
em in the firſt, is an improbable Degree 
of F olly, as well as Knavery. 


Upon the whole then, all falſe Ld de- 
ceitful Winding by Growers, being effectual- 
ly prevented; and the fir/# Buyer conſe- 
quently indemaified ; every after Purchaſer 
of Wool in the Fleece, will be upon an 
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equal Foot of Security with him who pur. 
chaſes Wool from the Felmonger, or the 
Sorter; and in general with all other Pur- 
chaſers of groſs Commodities in large Quan- 
tities ; who. not being able to ſee exactly 
what they do buy, mu/t. depend, in ſome 
Meaſure, upon the Honeſty of Perſons with 
whom they traffic; even as thoſe Perſons 
muſt conſtantly make their preſent Dealings 
the Ground of what future Advantages they 
expect by Trade; Thus, there being no 
Rule more generally certain, than that Ho- 
neſiy is the beſt Policy: So that. Policy in 
Wool-Tobbers, might very well be thought, 
to thoſe: whe trade with them, if not an 
infallible,, yet morally a good Security, and 
the beſt that in Reaſon need be required, 
Notwithſtanding which, I am told, nay I 
know it will be inſiſted upon, that the im- 
mediate Seller of Wool in the Fleece, al- 
tho' not the Grower of it, ſhall be liable 
for all Faults in the Winding. And altho- 
I have given ſuch Reaſons, as methinks 
might ſatisfy, why (the Courſe of Trade 
conſidered) this is not neceſſary; and how 
inconvenient and improper the ſame would 
be: Yet, if poſſible, to put beyond Ex- 


1 that uſeful Buſineſs, called by the 
by invidious- 
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invidious Name of Jobbing, viz. all Tra fit 
in Fleece Wool : I propoſe (as a Theoriſt 
only, for I preſume no farther) that every 
Seller, not being the Grower of it, ſhall be 
ſubject to the Penalty of 25: 64. for each 
Fleece unfairly wound, that is diſcovered, 


at, or before the Time of, Sale, or in the 


Weighing and Packing: And further (hav- 
ing not yet named the particular Penalty 
on them) that Growers of all or any Part, 
be liable to the ſtill higher Penalty of tog. 
for every Fleece found, as before, to be 
falſely wound. To this, ſeeing but one 
Objection; that I ſhall endeavour to an- 
ſwer. Tt will be faid, perhaps; 10s. per 
Fleece upon the Grower, is too high; for 
upon the Jobber 2 5 6 d. cannot be thought 
too low; it being the very Sum inſiſted 
upon by Manufacturers themſelves, for 
every Fraud. And theſe, perhaps, will be 
ready, with a falſe Compaſſion, to cry out 
againft the other, as exorbitant , whom 
therefore I wiſh to reſerve: their Pity, for 
ſome other Occaſion that may better deſerve 
it. For, Friend as I am to Growers, I 
am, and for that Reaſon too among others, 
an utter Enemy to Fraud ; and do think 
it no Matter, how great the Penalty ſhall 
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be upon any of them, in caſe they are de- 
tected of ſuch, by inuinding; the ſame 
being a poſitive deliberate wilful Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, with open Eyes; for which there tan 
no Plea be made, of Neglect, Ignorance, 
Inadvertency, or Accident: So that no one 
can incur the Penalty propoſed in this Cale, 


but thro' his own Fault, or that of his Wool- 


winder, whoſe Puniſhment I ſuppoſe ſuffi- 
cient to deter him alſo. Nor have I men- 


tioned one ſo much higher upon the Grower 


than upon the next Seller, as if I thought 
that liſſer an inſufficient Check to all Frauds ; 
but thro” a Love to the Growers Intereſt in 
general, and, for their Sakes, to preſerve the 


Wool Jobbers; that, in Conſequence of the 


Encouragement given 'em, by the Difference 
they may trade with equal Eaſe and Freedom, 
as any Manufacturers, or Staplers whatſo- 
ever; upon the very ſtrong and well-ground- 
ed Pick ption, that u Grower will think of 
attempting any conſiderable Frauds in wind- 
ing, after He knows they will make him 
liable to ſuch high Penalties ; much leſs will 
He practiſe inconſiderable ones. 


As therefore, if the Manufacturers ſhall 
diſlike the Terms, it muſt be from a Deſire 
to 


4 
to extirpate Jobbing, that is, the Trade of 
buying and ſelling Wool in the Fleece; ſo, 
in that Caſe, they will do well, I mean, 
' ingenucuſly, to declare it openly ; to pull off 
the Maſe of other Pretences, and put forth 
their proper Colours ; to the End, that Gen- 
tlemen, and Farmers, may be generally ſen- 
ible what it is they are driving at; namely, 
to make that Monopoly ſtronger, which 
the Law (with Submiſſion I think) hath 
already made rather too ſtrong. I will not 
ſay, it would be ſo much to their Benefit, 
as the Growers Loſs ; for, tho' one Con- 
ſequence thereof would be, cheaper Wool (a 
favourite Point) yet another would certainly 
follow, not ſo well to be approved, viz. 
Runnage of it with more Frequency; and 
in larger Quantities. I hope therefore, the 
wiſer and more moderate Part of Manu- 
facturers, if they do think it in their Power, 


will not puſh Things to ſuch an Extre- 


mity ; ok, if otherwiſe, I ſtill hope there 
will be found in P t, a ſufficient 
Number of Land Owners, conſiderate 
enough for their Tenants (who are in 

Cx | Truth, 
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Truth, in this Caſe, the Price of Wes), 
their ſecond Selves) to ſtop the Career of all 
Joon undue Deſires. 

[ There is yet one other Point behind, 
which tho“ very Abſurd to my thinking, 
the Manufacturers I am told, infiſt upon ; 

namely, That ſome ſtated Time after 

Delivery of Wool, be allowed, for de- 

« tecting and proſecuting Frauds,” 

| 

| 

| 


T HIS, I apprehend, is againſt the 
Fundamentals of Law, and Equity ; it be- 
ing fo, for any Perſon to be condemned un- 
heard; and the very Reaſon of which 
Hearing is, in Order' to his Defence and 
Acquittal, if found innocent. And altho' 
Innocence, in moſt Caſes, is ſufficient to 
Plead its own Cauſe; yet the Circum- 
ſtances here, are ſo far peculiar, that, after 
Delivery of Wool in the Fleece, a Fraud 
; might be falſely objected, to a Perſon's ſuf- 
| fering wrongfolly, without Remedy. J 
| mean, there is a phyſical Poſſibility of it; 
inaſmuch as a Perſon ſo accuſed, is natu- 

rally 
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raky void of the common Means, in other 
Caſes, of defending and purging himſelf, 
as I ſhall endeavour to explain. And tho”, 
in Order to this, not knowing the Law, 
I ſhall, perhaps uſe improper Terms; yet, 
Gentlemen of that Robe will know what I 
aim to ſay ; and others will go near to 
comprehend clearly enough my Meaning. 
| * 

It is well known, that there are ſome 
Crimes of ſuch a Nature, that a Perſon be- 
ing charged Home therewith, however falſly, 
has no other Plea for the ſaving of himſelf, 
except that of an Alibi. And this will fre- 
- quently beſtead Perſons truly innocent, to 
their Deliverance. Bat in this of falſe 
Winding, at ſome Diſtance of Time after 
Delivery, the Alibi is out of the Queſtion ; 

and the Aliter (contrary to what is the Caſe 
in many moſt other Tranſactions) impoſſi- 
ble to be proved. 


A Farmer, for Example, ſells his Wool 
at Home; it is weighed and packed up 
1 55 is the Delivery) then conveyed by 

Cc 4 Land- 
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Land-Carriage, to the neareſt Place of Na- 
vigation ; there depoſited in a Lighterman's 
Warehouſe ; thence removed into a Lighter ; 
after a Paſſage not ,untedious, is transferred 
to other Hands for Land-Carriage again; 
laſtly, into the Buyer's Warehouſe, where 
he proceeds by Servant, to open and exa- 
mine the Fleeces. A Fraud is found, or 
pretended, how to be proved ? By a Train 
of Evidences, difficult, but neceflary to 
be muſtered, and not extremely certain to 
be depended upon. But if all theſe to- 
gether, are found to make out pretty well 
the Identity .&f the groſs Parcel in the 
Main; what Means hath the Accuſed, 
however, wrongfully and maliciouſly, of 


vindicating himſelf ? For he fold Wool, we 


will ſuppoſe, to the Party proſecuting ; that 
would' admit of Proof, either Way. But 
(beſides that the Wool of different Growers 
frequently goes to the filling of one and the 
ſme) if the Pack-Sheet, or Sheets, have 
been miſtaken, or the Wool totally, or any 
particular Fleeces changed ; or ſome of 


them opened; Cotts, Clag-Locks, or c. in- 


ſerted ; 
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ſerted ; in ſuch Caſe, a Proof would lye up- 
on the Seller, generally ſpeaking, impoſ- 
ſible to be made; which nevertheleſs, if 
he cannot make, he muſt ſuffer the Penal- 
ty; and, which is far worſe, the Diſ grace. 
This, its true, might not happen to one, 
in a large Number. But admitting it is 
poſſible to happen at all; that I conceive 
to be a ſufficient Objection, unleſs there 
was a more apparent Neceſſity, for laying 
a Seller of Wool under ſuch Diſadvantages, 
than I am pretty confident, can be made 
out. | 


This poſſible Fraud in Wool-Buyers, will, 
I am ſenſible, be faid to favour very much 
of the improbable. And though I have as 
good an Opinion of the Bult of them, 


* whether Manufacturers, or Sorters, as I have 


of any other Claſs of Traders; or, as they 
themſelves have of each other; yet, ſince 
their repreſenting the far greater Part of 
Wool-Growers in ſome Degree, at leaſt diſ- 
honeſt; it would be an unreaſonable Ar- 
rogance, to aſſert of themſelves, that They 
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(42) 
are univerſally without Guile, Let me, for 
Inſtance, go no farther than to the Article 
of weighing the Wool they buy; is any of 
them ſanguine enough to ſay, that THEY 


are ALL faultleſs in that Reſpect ? I am 


very certain, that Grafiers and Farmers 


think otherwiſe. And is not a Fraud in 


this Kind, an Abomination, equal to almoſt 


any other? May not he who is guilty of 
| this, be thought capable of bar I have 
been mentioning ? 


It will perhaps be ſaid, that for the ſmall 
Penalty inſiſted upon, to be recovered in 
the Manner propoſed (before a Magiſtrate 
where the Offence is committed, or the 
Wool fold) there is no Temptation to accuſe 
falſly. But, however this Argument may 
hold in Regard to the Grower, who hath 
ſold and delivered his Wool at Home, to a 


diſtant. Manufacturer; yet, is there a vaſt 


Variety of Circumſtances, and Tempers, 
and Principles, both in Buyers and Sellers 
of Wool; and no one can ſay how often, or 


ys much, innocent ſimple Country Wool 
Growers, 
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Growers, as many of them are, might be 
intimidated and gulled out of their Money, 
by mere Threats and Pretences only, with- 
out any real Cauſe or Foundation, And 
in Regard to what ſhould be ſold at Mar- 


kets, the Conſequences might be ſtill worſe ; 


particularly in the Caſe of Jobbers; againſt 
whom, Envy, Emulation, Strife, Anger, 
Tc. might operate very powerfully ; and 


at the ſame _ very unjuſtly.” phe I! 


But this is not all; I have faid, that the 
Traffic of Wool in the Fleece, hath a 
peculiar Circumſtance attending it; and fo 
it hath, different from moſt, or perhaps, 


all other Traffic whatſoever, Is a Per- 


ſon taxed, after Sale and Delivery, with 
the Fraud of felling, knowingly, an un- 
ſound or diſtempered Horſe, or other Cattle, 


for ſound and healthy; or for Delivering 


foul and damaged Grain, or in ſhort Mea- 
ſare, for clean and good, and full Meaſure? 
In ſuch Cafes, provided the Charges is not 
true, the Defendant will be able to prove 
his Innocence, by Servants, or Neighbours, 


one 


ty 
* 
* 
9 I 
112 
1 
1 
5 
. 
: ** 
„ 
o . 
IN. 
1 6 
> 
4 
| i 
L 
5 
i 
1 
A 
7 
LY 


e 


(44) 
one or both, according as the Matter ſhall 


be. But how can a Perſon be able to 
prove, after Delivery, that his Wool was 
nat unfairly wound ? If the Shopkeeper ob- 
jets to the Merchant, or Wholeſale Dealer, 
that his Goods delivered are not the ſame in 
Kind, or Quantity, with his Bill of Parcels 
what hath the Latter to do in that Caſe ? 
Why, to prove by his Servants (who are 
legal Evidence for the Maſter) that Goods 
were packed up and delivered, conforma- 
bly te the Bill of Parcels. And this being 
a poſitive Teſtimony, the Law I conceive, 
will not admit a Negative; but conclude 
either an intended Fraud in the Shop- 
| keeper, or that the Goods in Queſtion, were 
changed or damaged, in Carriage, after De- 
| livery. And indeed, upon other Terms, 
Commerce (to my Apprehenſion) could not 
be maintained; Shopkeepers might be per- 
petually objecting falſly; or Carriers and 
Watermen playing Tricks, without Mea- 
ſure. But the Vender proving Delivery, 
according to his Bill of Parcels; that is 
ſufficient for his Vindication. 


Now, 


n 

Now what Defence, or Remedy, like 
this, hath a Seller of Wool in Fleeces, tho“ 
the Grower of it ? Shall the Winders Evi- 
dence be to him the fame, with that of 
the Book-keeper, &c. for the Merchant, or 
wholeſale Dealer? If it ſhall, I agree with 
the Manufacturers in their Demands of 
Time, after Delivery, for detecting and 
proſecuting Frauds in winding. In ſuch Caſe 
then, the Winder muſt not be a Party in 
the very manner I have ſuppoſed; but a 
mere Servant. And the Grower, under a 
Charge of Fraud, muſt be at Liberty to 
produce him for an Evidence; who teſti- 
fying that He wound the Wool, and did 
it fairly, as an indifferent, diſintereſted Per- 
ſon, the Maſter is in Courſe acquitted. And 
what muſt the Jobber do, for his Security? 
He alſo muſt by the like open all the Flee- 
ces He ſells at ſecond Hand z rewind and 
pack the fame ; making proper Entries of 
ſo doing ; and ſuch Servants muſt be Evi- 
dences occaſionally for him alſo ; a/tbs' this, 
in his complicated Dealings, will be more 
tedious and troubleſome; alſo I think that 
the Manufacturers and ſorting Staplers would 
not be thus contented. They will have ftill 


their 
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theic Scruples and Objections, on Account 
of the Trade in Fleece Wool not being put 
altogether upon a Foot of Mathematical 
Certainty; which is a Kind of Impoſidi- 


lity: 


And after all, why ſuch extreme Caution, 
as if Wool was worth its Weight in Silver 
at leaſt ? On Account, I ſuppoſe, of the In- 
juries which happen to Manufacturers, thro 
Frauds in winding ; to which the Growers 
(as hath been repreſented) are extremely 
and almoſt generally prone ; and to ſave 
that Time and Trouble which Buyers other- 
wile muſt neceſſarily take in doing this Bu- 
fue with. the Growers. 


: Now all Propenſity to Frauds is to be 
meaſured by the ſeveral Indocements, of 
Profit, and Opportunity with the Chance of 
Concealment: And altho' Frauds in winding 
undoubtedly there have been; and altho' 
the Amount of ſuch, to a Manufacturer in 
his whole Dealings; may fometimes have 
been conſiderable : Yet, I think; the Chance 
of Advantage to any fingle Grower, from 
Frauds: of this Kind, cannot be fach, but 
8. | that, 


(47) 
that, whatever his paſt Conduct hath been 


thro'- Defects of Law on one Hand, and a 


Remiſſneſs of Traders, on the other) He 
will be very eaſily reſtrained for the future. 
And if there was nothing to be ſaid againſt 
After Reckonings for Goods fold and delivered : 
Yet beſides that Conveniency ariſing from 
Diſpatch, is the principat Conſideration, on 
which a Penalty, in Caſe of falſe Winding, 


is inflicted ; the Account of Time and Trou 


ble, being fairly ſtated, both Ways, I think 
it far better, that ſo much of either, as is 
quite neceſſary, ſhould be taken upon the 
Spot of Delivery, in the Inſtant of bargain- 
ing, weighing and packing. This muſt be 
the beſt Expedient, and the only one; fince 
Parties, on both Sides, are unwilling to truſt 


each other; and ſince the worſt Conſequence 


of it can be, only leſs Buſineſs diſpatched 
in one and the ſame Day; and not much 
leſs ; as I ſhall go near to ſhew now in the 
laſt Place. x 


For, ſuppoſing a Purchaſer of any De- 
nomination, ſhould make it a Rule with 


himſelf, in the weighing of Wool as he 


buys 
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buys it, of every 100 Tops, to open ten. 
This will be no ſuch Hindrance, as to oc- 
caſion any great Loſs of Time. In this Me- 
thod, I am apt to believe, a Perſon might 
diſpatch as much Buſineſs in three Days, as 
before, He was wont to do in /wo ; or how- 
ever, that, in a Fortnight, which was uſed 
to coſt him a Week, And, in ſo doing, 
if the Seller hath unfairly wound, but after 
the Rate of one Fleece in ten, it will be 
more than an equal Chance, that He is de- 
tected. I ſay, more than equal; becauſe eyery” 
Fraud in winding will carry with it ſome 
Symptoms, to create a Suſpicion. And the 
Buyer (whom we muſt ſuppoſe to have 
both S and Obſervation) pitching upon 
| thoſe particular Tops for opening, which he 
obſerves to be mo? ſuſpicious, He cannot 
fail of diſcovering the unfair winding in 
ſome one Inſtance, altho' it ſhould be ſo 
little, as here ſuppoſed---But, if it is more, 
the Odds will be abundantly greater on the 
Side of the Buyer. And, AS the detecting 
of a Perſon in one Inflance would draw on 
a more ſtrict and general Inquiſition ; when 
| beſides the Diſgrace incurred by the Seller, 
He would make a very bad Hand of his 
Wool: 
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Wool : So it is not the Way of Mankind 
to perſevere in dangerous Practices, upon 
ſlender Motives comparatively, at the beſt, I 
- ſhall only add, that if the detecting of 
Frauds is confined to the Time of Bargain 
ing, Weighing and Packing, there cannot 
eaſily be any ſuch Thing as a falſe Charge; 
any denying of @ true one. But, whenever 


a Diſpute ſhall ariſe ; in ſuch Caſe, Res 
ipſa loquetur ; the neceſſary Witneſſes will 


be few ; the proſecuting, and defending, in 
a narrow Compaſs ; the Magiſtrate under 
no Difficulty, how to determine. 
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: E R RA T A. a 
Page 6. Line 4. for Fleece, read Fleeces. 
P. 11. Line 20. for theſe, read there. P. 15. 
L. 6. for different, read indifferent. Line 20. for 
Fifth, read five Shillings. P. 29. Line 2. for 
their, read there. P. 45. Line 22. for Charges, 
read Charge; beſides various Miſpointings, thro* 
the Author's Diſtance from the Preſs. 


